94    THE KIDNAPPERS ARRIVE AT CAPE VERDE.   [ ? 9I56s.
These men also are more civil th.an any others, because of their daily traffic with the Frenchmen; and are of a nature very gentle and loving. For while we were there, we took in a Frenchman; who was one of the nineteen that going to Brazil in a bark of Dieppe, of 60 tons : and being a seaboard of Cape Verde, 200 leagues, the planks of their bark, with a sea, break out upon them so suddenly, that much ado they had to save themselves in their boats. But by GOD's providence, the wind being westerly (which is rarely seen there), they got to the shore, to the isle Braves [? Gone] ; and in great penury got to Cape Verde: where they remained six weeks, and had meat and drmkof tne same people.
The said Frenchman having forsaken his fellows, which were three leagues from the shore : and wandering with the Negroes to and fro, fortuned to come to the water's side; and communing with certain of his countrymen which were in our ship, by their persuasions, came away with us. But his entertainment amongst them was such [i.e., so pleasant], that he desired it not; but, through the importunate request of his countrymen, consented at the last.
Here we stayed but one night and part of the day. For the 7th of December, we came away : in that pretending [intending] to have taken Negroes there, perforce; the Minion's men gave them there to understand of our coming, and our pretence, wherefore they did avoid the snares we had laid for them.
The 8th of December, we anchored by a small island called Alcatrarsa [Alcantraz island]: wherein, at our going ashore, we found nothing but sea birds, as we call them, gannets ; but by the Portuguese called Alcatrarses, who, for that cause, gave the said island the same name. Herein, half of our boats were ladened with young and old fowl; which, not being used to the sight of men, flew so about us, that we struck them down with poles.
In this place, the two ships riding; the two barks, with their boats, went into an island of the Sapies, called La Formio, to see if they could take any of them: and there landed, to the number of 80, in armour. And espying certain, made to them ; but they fled in such order [a manner] into the woods, that it booted them not to follow.
So, going on their way forward till they came to a river, which they could not pass over; they espied on the other side,